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Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
First of all, I would like to express my best wishes to the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union. 
It is a huge professional organisation with more than two hundred members in almost 
sixty countries, reaching a potential audience of about 4 billion people. I laud its 
continuous efforts and commitments to strengthen the capacities of its member 
organisations in electronic media and to provide high quality service to its members and 
media professionals in a region as large as Asia and the Pacific.  
 
As inscribed in its Constitution, UNESCO is assigned to advance “the mutual knowledge 
and understanding of peoples, through all means of mass communication and to promote 
the free flow of ideas by word and image”.  UNESCO is committed to freedom of 
expression and freedom of information. Therefore, broadcasters are our natural partners. 
They play an instrumental role in empowering women and men by facilitating their access 
to information and knowledge. Electronic media has been enhancing good governance, 
democracy, development and dialogue, through freedom of expression and information as 
well as citizens’ involvement.  
 
Since its inception, the ABU has been one of UNESCO’s most valued partners. In the past 6 
years this cooperation has been strengthened through numerous joint ventures and 21 
UNESCO-funded projects. These activities covered 30 countries with 75 participating ABU 
members, and benefitted several hundred media professionals, particularly electronic 
media and ICTs. The projects focused on fostering sustainable development through 
broadcasting, bridging the digital gap in content and technological knowledge, 
preservation and archiving, developing online capacity building modules, facilitating media 
and information literacy and user generated content, conflict resolution, HIV/AIDS and 
other important themes.  
 
As a result of this cooperation, UNESCO recently upgraded its relations with ABU to 
formal consultative relations and the two organisations signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding to further consolidate our collaboration, particularly in four areas: 
namely Media Development, Communication for Development, Fostering Human Rights 
and Gender Mainstreaming in broadcasting organisations of Asia and the Pacific. 

 
I look forward to continuous and broadening cooperation between our two 
Organizations long into the future. We share many ideals and values, not least the 
importance of the free flow of ideas and images for creating a world where ignorance 
does not rule and where diversity is respected.  
 
I wish you every success in your august Assembly! 

 
Janis Karklins 


